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Washington, D.C.
October 3, 1863

By the President of the United States of America.

A Proclamation.

The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and 
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the 
source from which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that 
they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever 
watchful providence of Almighty God. In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity,
which has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has 
been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, 
and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has 
been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth
and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defence, have not arrested the 
plough, the shuttle or the ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as 
well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than heretofore. 
Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the camp, the siege
and the battle-field; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is
permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom. No human counsel hath 
devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the 
Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy.
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It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully 
acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American People. I do therefore invite my 
fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are 
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of 
Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend to 
them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and 
blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience, 
commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in the 
lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of 
the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with 
the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States to be 
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this Third day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States the Eighty-eighth.

By the President: Abraham Lincoln

A Note To Readers
Happy Thanksgiving, and I shall take advantage of the day to skip this week's report.  What follows 
below, in the spirit of Abraham Lincoln's proclamation above, is the 1963 proclamation by President 
John Kennedy, assassinated 54 years ago yesterday.  Finally, a resolution by the Indiana Farmers 
provides us with the type of activity required by us all.

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
November 5, 1963

Over three centuries ago, our forefathers in Virginia and in Massachusetts, far from home in a lonely 
wilderness, set aside a time of thanksgiving. On the appointed day, they gave reverent thanks for their 
safety, for the health of their children, for the fertility of their fields, for the love which bound them 
together and for the faith which united them with their God. 

So too when the colonies achieved their independence, our first President in the first year of his first 
Administration proclaimed November 26, 1789, as "a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be 
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God" and called 
upon the people of the new republic to "beseech Him to pardon our national and other transgressions... 
to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue . . . and generally to grant unto all 
mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He alone knows to be best." 

And so too, in the midst of America's tragic civil war, President Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday 
of November 1863 as a day to renew our gratitude for America's "fruitful fields," for our "national 
strength and vigor," and for all our "singular deliverances and blessings." 

Much time has passed since the first colonists came to rocky shores and dark forests of an unknown 
continent, much time since President Washington led a young people into the experience of nationhood,



much time since President Lincoln saw the American nation through the ordeal of fraternal war--and in 
these years our population, our plenty and our power have all grown apace. Today we are a nation of 
nearly two hundred million souls, stretching from coast to coast, on into the Pacific and north toward 
the Arctic, a nation enjoying the fruits of an ever-expanding agriculture and industry and achieving 
standards of living unknown in previous history. We give our humble thanks for this. 

Yet, as our power has grown, so has our peril. Today we give our thanks, most of all, for the ideals of 
honor and faith we inherit from our forefathers--for the decency of purpose, steadfastness of resolve 
and strength of will, for the courage and the humility, which they possessed and which we must seek 
every day to emulate. As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is
not to utter words but to live by them. 

Let us therefore proclaim our gratitude to Providence for manifold blessings--let us be humbly thankful
for inherited ideals--and let us resolve to share those blessings and those ideals with our fellow human 
beings throughout the world. 

Now, Therefore, I, John F. Kennedy, President of the United States of America, in consonance with the 
joint resolution of the Congress approved December 26, 1941, 55 Stat. 862 (5 U.S.C. 87b), designating 
the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November 28, 1963, as a day of national thanksgiving. 

On that day let us gather in sanctuaries dedicated to worship and in homes blessed by family affection 
to express our gratitude for the glorious gifts of God; and let us earnestly and humbly pray that He will 
continue to guide and sustain us in the great unfinished tasks of achieving peace, justice, and 
understanding among all men and nations and of ending misery and suffering wherever they exist. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of America 
to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and 
eighty-eighth. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY   

TEXT OF THE INDIANA FARMERS UNION RESOLUTION 
CALLING ON THE U.S. TO JOIN THE BELT AND ROAD 
INITIATIVE
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Indiana Farmers Union that it urges the Congress of the United States to 
recognize that the Trans-Atlantic financial system is on the verge of a new blowout, worse than that of 
2007-2008. The conditions of life for the vast majority of Americans, farmers and workers have been 
steadily collapsing over the past two decades. U.S. economic policy has focused on protecting Wall 
Streets speculative bubble, instead of protecting the general welfare and future posterity of the
American people. We recognize that emergency action is now needed to preempt a new financial crisis,
and to put Americans back to work rebuilding our nation and our future.

To accomplish this, we ask President Donald Trump and the 115th Congress to pass and implement 
programs in four areas for economic recovery on an emergency basis, and to join a win-win economic 
development of the New Silk Road program for global cooperation of all countries as sovereign nations
in large-scale infrastructure projects and economic development that is being implemented by many 
countries throughout Europe, Asia, Africa, South America and, with the United States leadership and
participation, throughout the world.

The four areas define a coherent economic recovery program, rooted in the American System of 
economics: 1. Reinstate Franklin Roosevelts original Glass-Steagall law, separating commercial
lending activities from Wall Street speculation 2. Return to a Hamiltonian system of national banking 3.
Direct federal credit to projects and initiatives which create rising levels of productivity and incomes 4.
Launch a crash program for the development of fusion power and the rapid expansion of our space
science program. Americas economic recovery will be greatly accelerated if the United States returns to
its economic policy roots and joins the infrastructure building and economic development that has 
become the model from Chinas win-win New Silk Road program of rapid economic development.``


